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June 6, 2017 

Dear Parents, 

As summer approaches, we want to remind you about the importance of reading over the summer 

vacation. All of us are so proud of the progress our students have made as readers that we’d hate to see 

any of them suffer from summer reading setback. “Just like hockey players loose some of their skills if 

they stay off their skates and off the ice for three months, children who do not read in the summer lose 

two to three months of reading development.” (Allington, 2012). No matter what children accomplish 

during the school year, if they don’t read over the summer, their learning stalls or regresses (Cooper, 

Borman, & Fairchild, 2010).  

The good news is that reading even six books over the summer can maintain a reading level. 

Reading more than ten books can not only maintain but improve their reading skills. Reading is a 

wonderful way to stave off summer boredom and increase students’ vocabulary acquisition, fluency, and 

background knowledge.  

 

 

Our hope is that our students will read books they choose and find interesting. Providing children choice 

in what they read fosters engagement and increases motivation, interest, and effort. Think about creating 

book clubs with your friends and family. Talk about books at the dinner table. Consider turning off the 

television and the video games for some designated family reading time. Keep in mind that one of the 

best ways you can encourage reading is to model it for them through your own reading 

We hope you will partner with us in encouraging your child to read consistently throughout the summer 

months. It makes a difference. Enjoy a wonderful summer of rest, relaxation and a little reading! 

Sincerely, 

Margy Leininger, Principal 

 

If student “A” reads 20 minutes 
each day 

Student “B” reads 5 minutes 
each day 

Student “C” reads 1 
minute each day 

1200 minutes in a summer 300 minutes in a summer 60 minutes in a summer 

600,000 words 93, 900 words 2,666 words 
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